1748]                   To Horace Mann                    327
Since I wrote my letter I have been fishing in Eapinu for any particulars relating to the Veres, and have already found that Eobert de Vere15, the great Duke of Ireland, and favourite of Eichard the Second, is buried at Earl's Colne, and probably under one of the tombs I saw there ; I long to be certain that the lady with the strange coiffure is Lancerona, the joiner's daughter, that he married after divorcing a princess of the blood16 for her. I have found, too, that King Stephen's Queen17 died at Henningham, a castle belonging to Alberic de Vere18: in short, I am just now Vere-mad, and extremely mortified to have Lancerona and Lady Vere Beauclerc's Portuguese grandmother blended with this brave old blood. Adieu! I go to town the day after to-morrow, and immediately from thence to Strawberry Hill. Yours ever.
277.   To HOBACE MANN.
Strawberry Hill,-----.
I BEQ you will let me know whether the Peace is arrived in Italy, or if you have heard anything of it; for in this part of the world nobody can tell what has become of it. They say, the Empress Queen has stopped it; that she will not take back the towns in Flanders, which she says she knows are very convenient for us, but of no kind of use to her, and that she chooses to keep what she has got
14 Paul Kapin de Tlioiras (1661-     is said to have divorced her in orderrA/vw     Tver    whrvm     sliA    was   thaand
